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SECOND SERMON MANUSCRIPT 
 

“Save the ‘Plants’ or the People?” 
 

(This sermon idea came from a chapel service at Oral Roberts 
University in the spring of 1991. That preacher’s name is 

unknown.) 
 
 

Introduction 
 

 Are you concerned about what God is concerned about? We 

get concerned about so many things in this life. When is the 

last time you evaluated your concerns to see if they were 

like God’s concerns? Growing up, I used to become very con-

cerned about who would win the NBA finals. O.K., I still get 

caught up in pulling for a team to win. This year was no 

different. I was pulling for the Chicago Bulls. A couple of 

weeks ago the championship for basketball was decided. How 

many of you watched at least part of the final game? I had 

the opportunity to watch the last half of the final game and 

I started getting pretty tense in the final five minutes or 

so of the game. 

 Garrison, our eighteen-month-old, however, was not 

quite as concerned. In fact, he’s picked up an interesting 

habit the last few weeks. When I start to watch TV, he 

starts saying “off, off” and eventually goes over to turn 

the TV off. During the game, Garrison decided he wanted to 

play baseball in the house with dad. He was not concerned at
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 all that the game was on. He was not impressed that he was 

having a chance to watch Michael Jordan’s possible last game 

no matter how much I tried to convince him otherwise. We 

eventually watched the game while playing ball. His 

concerns, however, were different than mine. 

 Some concerns are more major in our lives. I can still 

remember the sinking feeling in my stomach when Stephanie 

and I, shortly after our marriage seven years ago, sat down 

and totaled our upcoming expenses for my schooling and 

realized that neither of us had a job or even a prospect for 

a job. We were very much concerned about our financial 

obligations. Most of you have either felt that sense of 

urgency or are currently facing it. 

   Small concerns and big concerns. My parents lived in 

several houses during the years that I grew up. One specific 

neighbor that we had was greatly concerned with his lawn. He 

would cut his grass every five days, bagging every clip of 

grass. He fertilized and watered his yard constantly. You 

couldn’t find a weed in his yard. Excuse me a second while I 

water my plant (water a plant on stage). I can remember my 

dad and I trying to figure out how to make our yard look as 

good as his--without all that work. We never figured out the 

secret but shortly after this neighbor moved the yard 

changed dramatically. The new neighbor was not as concerned 

with yard work and before too many months had passed our 

yard looked much better than theirs...finally. You know 
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there’s a man in the Bible who was concerned about plants. 

The man was Jonah.  Before we look at his concern for 

plants, take a look at his book in the Bible. 

 

 Background to the text  

 Jonah was a prophet from Israel who lived in the 8th 

century B.C. In the years somewhere between 780 and 750 

B.C., Jonah carried on his ministry. In the book of Jonah, 

Jonah’s trip to Nineveh is recorded, probably by Jonah 

himself. Nineveh became the capital of Assyria, a country 

that eventually overtook Israel in 723 B.C. and ruled the 

entire geographic region as a world power for many years. At 

the time of God’s command to Jonah, Assyria was in a state 

of weak leadership and was in the process of regrouping its 

vast empire. Israel at this time had been able to regain 

control of all their lands that had been taken by the 

Syrians.   

 The Israelites were enjoying the lack of oppression 

from Assyria. However, the Assyrians, if they had chosen to 

focus on Israel sooner, could have taken over Israel any 

time they wanted. The Assyrians were the biggest threat to 

the Israelites and therefore were considered their worst 

enemies at the time God gave Jonah a message for Nineveh. If 

you haven’t already turned to the book of Jonah turn to 

chapter one now. 
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Go where He says go 

 God, in verse two, ordered Jonah to go to Nineveh.  

Excuse me while I place my plant in the sunlight (move plant 

to another position on stage). A simple principle is at work 

here. God expects us to go where He says to go. Jonah missed 

the point, however. Instead of obeying God, Jonah headed for 

the seaport of Joppa to catch a ship headed in the opposite 

direction. He headed for Tarshish. The location of Tarshish 

is not a indisputable fact, but it is possible that Tarshish 

was located in southern Spain on the Mediterranean coast. 

Jonah went as far away as he could go. Jonah had no interest 

in going to the capital city of his enemy and proclaiming a 

message from God. He boarded a ship at Joppa and headed for 

Tarshish. God, however, had his own special way of getting 

Jonah’s attention. God caused a storm to blow up that 

threatened the life of all the passengers on the voyage. 

Jonah, in the midst of the storm was found sleeping in the 

boat. The captain urged him to pray for deliverance from the 

storm. Eventually, the sailors decided that one of them had 

angered God. They cast lots to decide who was the culprit. 

God, in His own way, caused the lot to fall on Jonah.   

 Jonah finally convinced the sailors that the storm 

would pass if they threw him overboard. This is where, as 

most of you remember, Jonah was swallowed by a big fish. The 

fish, in all probability, saved Jonah’s life from drowning 

in the Mediterranean. While in the belly of the fish, Jonah 
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cried out for forgiveness and God answered. After three 

days, God caused the fish to vomit Jonah on the shore-- I 

guess you can’t keep a good man down. 

 Jonah failed to obey God’s first command to go where He 

said. With his new lease on life, Jonah was commissioned 

again to go to Nineveh. This time he headed for Nineveh.  

From where Jonah lived in Israel to the city of Nineveh was 

over 500 miles. Jonah probably traveled for about thirty 

days before he reached the city. The Bible says that Nineveh 

was a great city with a population of 120,000. It took Jonah 

three days to travel through the city. By the way, Nineveh 

is located in present day northern Iraq.   

 

 Say what He says 

 In chapter three and the second verse, God commanded 

Jonah to deliver His message to the people of Nineveh. Jonah 

followed the second point of this message without 

hesitation.  He said what God said. “Forty days and Nineveh 

will be overturned”.  Excuse me while I check on my plant 

(Pretend to admire plant for a moment). Imagine going to 

Baghdad, Iraq and delivering this message. How long would 

you expect to live? The people of Nineveh, however, believed 

God and started a city wide repentance. The king declared a 

fast for all the humans and animals in the city. He also 

required them to wear sackcloth. Finally, he urged the 

people to call on God and stop their evil. 
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 God heard and chose not to destroy the city in forty 

days. Jonah was irate. He finally went where God had told 

him and said what God had said, but Nineveh was still there. 

 

 Love whom He loves 

 Jonah fails the final point of the message today. God 

wanted Jonah to love whom He loved. Jonah was not ready for 

this lesson. He was a prophet of God who had given a word 

from God. If the prophecy did not happen, Jonah would be 

ridiculed and embarrassed on the long trip home to Israel. 

Fulfilled prophecy was vitally important to the prophet of 

his day. In addition, God was showing compassion to His ene-

mies-- the very nation that would overthrow his homeland. 

 Jonah even admitted that he didn’t want to go to 

Nineveh or say what God had told him because he knew God was 

compassionate. Jonah was so mad he wanted to die. God had 

another lesson for Jonah, however.   

 He set up camp outside of the city hoping that the 

destruction would soon take place. God provided Jonah a 

plant to provide shade as he waited for the show. It says 

that Jonah got downright happy about the vine. His happiness 

was short-lived. I can just see Jonah walking over with his 

binoculars waiting to see destruction (someone else switches 

the plant with a dead plant while audience is directed to 

look in the opposite direction-toward pretend binoculars). 

God sends a worm to kill his plant. The sun scorched down 
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just like this week, and Jonah was mad again. Jonah told God 

he was mad enough to die.   

 God caught him in his pettiness. Let’s read Jonah 4:10-

11. He was more concerned about the plant that God blessed 

him with than the repentance of a city of 120,000. Jonah, 

after a false start, went where God said to go. He said what 

God said. He did not, however, love whom God loved. 

 

 Application 

 What about you today? Are you concerned about what God 

is concerned about? I hear in the story of Jonah the Great 

Commission given by Christ in Matthew 28:19-20. The problem 

is that most of us are more concerned about our “plant” that 

God has blessed us with rather than about His mission. Go to 

all the world. Are you going where He says to go?   

 Jesus discussed helping the hungry, poor, naked, 

jailed, and the sick. Too often we bury our heads and look 

the other way when we see people in need. It’s easy to slip 

back into a comfortable Christian life not going to the lost 

and needy. I ask you again today, are you going where He has 

told you to go? 

 Are you saying what He has told you to say? In the 

Great Commission, Jesus not only says to go to all nations, 

but He has commanded to teach all things. I can’t tell you 

the number of times I’ve kicked myself because God has sent 

me into an opportunity only for me to let the moment 
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silently pass by. God does not give a message like Jonah’s 

everyday. In the New Testament, the message is about the 

good news of Jesus Christ. Are you sharing your faith? 

 Jonah showed no love for whom God loved. Do you love 

whom He loves? God so loved the world. Over and over in the 

New testament the writers record that Jesus was moved by 

compassion for people. Fulfilling the love of Christ 

requires sacrifice. We can go and say, but if we don’t love 

we’re no better than Jonah. Thank the Lord that there are 

people who understand that in order to find their life they 

must lose it for Christ’s sake. 

 I’d like to share a story of a missionary who followed 

the call of God for the lost. Marianna Slocum became 

involved in missions right out of college. Through her 

involvement with Wycliffe Bible translators, she met a man 

who became her fiancé. They intended to go to the Tzeltal 

Indians of South America, after their wedding, to help share 

the Gospel by learning the language and translating the New 

Testament. Her fiancé died the week before the wedding and 

although Marianna was heart broken she continued to plan for 

missions to the Tzeltals.   

 The tribe did not trust Americans at all and she was 

rejected over and over again by different sects of the 

tribe. Eventually she began to see results. For years she 

lived among the Indians, learning their language and 

customs. She spent the prime years of her life following 
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God’s call. She did not obtain great wealth or live a life 

of luxury. Her faithfulness, however, caused a whole tribe 

to have a chance to accept Christ. Many of them did. After 

fifteen years, her first translation of the New Testament in 

the Tzeltal language was completed.   

 How concerned are you about the 2.4 billion people in 

the world who have not been reached by the Gospel message? 

Go where He says go. Say what He says. Love whom He loves. 

 

Conclusion and Invitation 

 Twenty-seven of you, who just returned from the Europe 

mission’s trip, have been going, saying, and loving this 

month. Not everyone of us will ever have the opportunity to 

travel on foreign missions, and that’s O.K.. There is plenty 

of mission work right here in our nation, in our state, in 

our city, in this community.   

 Every day, I travel down Jordan Lane from I-565 to come 

here to work. The business establishments that have devel-

oped on the left side of the street make me keenly aware 

that there is still serious work to do just in this one-mile 

block. 

 As I have spoken today, I pray that God has touched 

your heart and is moving on you even now to make a 

commitment to become more involved in fulfilling His Great 

Commission. You can be sure that if you seek after the lost 
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you are concerned about what He is concerned about. Go where 

He says go. Say what He says. Love whom He loves. 


